Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.134; data-to-parameter ratio = 8.5.
There are two independent 2-(3-hydroxybenzylamino)acetic acid molecules, C 9 H 11 NO 3 , in the asymmetric unit of the title compound. The dihedral angle between the benzene rings of the two independent molecules is 58. 12 (4) . The crystal packing is stablized by intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For the anti-tumor and artificial nuclease activity of copper complexes with substituted amino acid ligands, see: Jia et al. (2010) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). was synthesized and characterized by X-ray diffraction.
The asymmetric of the title compound, 2C 9 H 11 NO 3 , contains two independent 2-(3-hydroxybenzylamino)acetic acid molecules ( Fig. 1) . Each benzene ring is essentially planar [mean deviations of 0.0066 Å for ring C4-C9 and 0.0030 Å for ring C13-C18]. The torsion angles C12-N2 -C11-C10 and C2-N1-C3-C4 are -163.2 (2)° and -55.5 (3)°, respectively. The dihedral angle between the benzene rings in two independent amino acid molecules is 58.12 (4)°. In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-H···O and N-H···O hydrogen bonds are helpful to stabilize the packing (Table 1, Fig.  2 ).
To a clear solution of glycine (0.75 g, 10 mmol) and NaOH (0.40 g, 10 mmol) in a solvent mixture of water (10 mL) and methanol (20 mL), was added 3-hydroxy benzaldehyde (1.22 g, 10 mmol) and the resulting yellow solution was stirred for 3 h. After cooling to 273 K, a slight excess of NaBH 4 (0.46 g, 12 mmol) was added. The yellow color slowly discharged after 20-30 min and the pH value was maintained 5-6 by addition of acetic acid. Colorless blocks of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation of the reaction mixture.
Refinement
We have merged Friedel-pair reflections before final refinement, as there is a light atom structure (heaviest element lighter than silicon, with Mo radiation). All H atoms were placed in calculated positions, with C-H = 0.93 and 0.97 Å, N-H = 0.86 Å and O-H = 0.82 Å, and were thereafter treated as riding, with U iso (H) values of 1.5U eq (O) for hydoxyl group and 1.2U eq (C,N) for others. Figures   Fig. 1 . The title compound with the displacement ellipsoids shown at the 50% probability level.
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